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Message : B-6-H30x & P8 j0dox

Ms. Ghosh -

Thank you for talking with me by telephone today about the rail abandonment proposed in AB-6
(Sub-No. 430X).

As noted in that conversation, we hope the STB will accurately assess the obvious negative effect
of ODOT's plan to force this unsafe substitution of exclusive at-grade rail crossings for long-
standing underpasses, and, aiso that the entirely inadequate window for public comment be
extended.

Its necessary for me to send two fax transmissions to give you all related material. The second fax
will follow immediately.

Thanks, again, for your consideration.

TOM ELMORE, Executive Director
North American Transportation Institute
PO Box 6617

Oklahoma City, OK 73153-0617

Tel: 405 7947163

Fax: 405 799 2641
gtelmore@advancedtransport.org
www.advancedtransport.org

From: NATI To: STB Environmental Analysis
Tom Elmore Rini Ghosh

Date: 11/1/2005 Page(s): 1
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Tha QKT Union Station Complex, from a recent aerial photograph
The route of the "New -40 Crosstown" lies directly through the Union Station yard, shown

below. Every square inch of the elegant rail yard would be excavated.

BNSFMatco line to Stockyards,
Will Rogers Airport, Mustang,
Chickasha, Lawton/Ft Sill and
Altus-Altus AFB
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(Duncan / Enid- Vance AFB),
Weatherford, Clinton
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Underpass

OKC Union Station
Yard
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Terminal Building
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Robinson Street
Underpass

BNSF / WATCO line to
Midwest City - Tinker AFB,
Jones, Chandler, Stroud,
Bristow, Sapulpa, Tulsa

Union Pacific / ACK line

to Bricktown, Midwest City,
Choctaw, Harrah, Shawnee,
Seminole, McAlester -

U.S. Army Ammunition Depot,
Howe

Interchange to BNSF line to
Moore, Norman, Purcell,

Pauls Valley, Ardmore and

Ft. Worth / Edmond, Guthrie,
Perry, Ponca City / Kansas City



This is progress? "I-40 Crosstown” plan will destroy historic South
Robinson and Walker underpasses, sendiny more trains across
street level crossings i Gapitol Hill. South KT commuters face new
potential delays, danger and less certain emergency access.

The elegant Robinson & Walker "subways" have safely cleared autos, trucks and

pedestrians under the railroad tracks tracks on the Union Station corridor for 75 years. Is
the Oklahoma Department of Transportation "in reverse" on railway crossing safety?

All east-west BNSF rail traffic would be
re-routed from the existing main over the S.
Robinson underpass...

...to the old "belt line" which crosses S.
Robinson near the 2100 block "at grade,”
(which means “at street levef").

A Fair Trade?

All east-west BNSF rail traffic would be
rerouted from the existing main over the S.
Walker underpass...

...to the old "belt-line" which crosses S.
Walker near the 2100 black "at grade,"
{which means "at street-level").
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The Walker Unde

One of the reasons OKC Union Station was created at the end of the 1920s was to rid downtown of the many street
level railroad crossings which served the old downtown Frisco and Rock Island Railway depots. The crossings
themselves were undoubtedly a maintenance problem, and mixing auto and pedestrian traffic with trains is always a
safety problem, as were the prospects that access for emergency vehicles might be blocked by trains at any time. At
its 1931 opening, Union Station with its all new rail corridors and street underpasses eliminated all those concerns.

Like the Union Station rail facility, the Robinson and Walker underpasses were "built to last.” 75 years later, they're still
doing their job, clearing street and pedestrian traffic safely under active rail lines. They're part of the OKC landscape
and are probably taken for granted by most folks - which is to say few would normally think about them unless they
suddenly disappeared, along with the solutions they've provided, leaving more trains crossing at street level
somewhere in the city. Of course, that goes against accepted planning standards in the modern world - but destroying
the overpasses and some of the solutions they brought is apparently what our state Department of Transportation
proposes to do as part of the "New [-40 Crosstown plan.” It's a poorly conceived and strangely backward plan.

Because ODOT places little value on railways, the "New Crosstown plan” would route the new 10-lane expressway
directly through the Union Station yard, destroying the historic underpasses along with the rest of the rail plant which
was built to serve the station. Burlington Northern Santa Fe trains which now use the station corridor over the
underpasses would be RE-ROUTED on existing street level crossings near the 2100 blocks of South Robinson and
South Walker. The crossings would be upgraded - but they'd still be "at grade” or street level, with all the inherent
safety and access problems associated with such crossings. Property values might suffer as well. After 75 years,
"history would repeat itself" as the problems of old downtown are created all over again in Capitol Hill. If Capitol Hill
residents and property owners had any idea this was part of "the plan,” would they think of it as "progress?"
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Tell your elected officials what you think of the "New {-40
Crosstown” project! (Time is short. Do it todayl)

Among the standards for the upcoming federal transportation funding reauthorization (TEA 3 - the successor to
TEA 21) is that, while congress wants to give local governments more flexibility in how federal transportation
dollars can be spent, they also want to scrupulously avoid allowing new problems to be created with these dollars
whose remediation will require MORE federal dollars later. The "New |-40 Crosstown" project is a perfect
example of exactly that kind of short-sighted thinking. It creates many more problems than it solves.

Oklahoma City officials are ALREADY talking about "light rail.” The best rail transit systems have been built using
precisely the kind of infrastructure the "New Crosstown" project destroys. Without such infrastructure, the price of
rail transit skyrcckets. It is simply not necessary to destroy the Union Station yard to have a better downtown

segment of 1-40.
Governor Henry can stop this needless destruction. Tell him what you think.

Honorable Brad Henry Mr. Dan B. Overland, Chairman Phil Tomlinson
Governor of Oklahoma Oklahoma Transportation Commission Oklahoma Transportation Secretary
212 State Capitol Building PO Box 66 ptomlinson@odot.org
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 Earlsboro, OK 74840-9998 Tel: (405)522-1800 / 522-1805
Tel: (405)521-2342 Fax: (405)522-3492 (405)997-5201 200 NE 21st, OKC 73105
Mr. Norman Mineta
U.S. Sen. James [nhofe U.S. Rep. Emest Istook United States Secretary of Transportation
Environment and Public Works Chair Okla. 5th District Congressman 400 7th Street, SW
Tel: (202)224-4721 ({ OKC: 608-4381 Tek (202)225-2132 / OKC: 942-3636 \Washington, DC 20590
Fx: (202)228-0380 / OKC: 608-4120 Fx: (202)226-1463 / OKC: 942-3792 Tel: (202)366-4000 Fax: (202)366-7202

This information is provided to you by:

NMorth Ammerican ¥ ransporiastion institute

PG Box 6617

Ckiahoma City, CK 73153-0617

Tom Elmore, Executive Director http://www.advancedtransport.org

Tel: (405)794-7163
Fax: (405)799-2641
E-mail: gtelmore@advancedtransport.org

NORTH AMERICAN TRANSPORTATION INSTIVUTE (NATT)

NATI is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization based in Oklahoma  available transportation assets and technologies.

City, Oklahoma, promoting market-driven, advanced By P ; ;
) . X - providing reliable facts and analysis, we work to uphold
;ntermogalt_znd :mtx)lltém(;dal solutions to the nation's the interests of U.S. taxpayers in the critical field of
ransportation problems. transportation, and to provide them with the means to hold
We offer reliable facts, statistics and history of the current special-interests and government accountable.
transportation picture, both regionally and nationally. We - s o ;

assess the capabilities of available transportation {\::,:Sl;r?gﬁgf 'ilﬁ,adtﬁgtxtmri: ‘jvpl?;{;iﬁr?gezngyetiﬁz ;T—Of e
technologies. We analyze and project the effects of current deductible donations of interested individuals.

and proposed future public transportation policies in light of
We need and sincerely solicit your financial support.

NATI Board of Dirgctors

Patsy E. Elmore - Retired Educator, Ardmore, Oklahoma
Dr. Edwin Kessler - Retired Director, National Severe Storms Lab, Norman, Oklahoma

E.L. Kitchell - Director National Association of Retired and Veteran Railway Employees (NARVRE), Bethany,
Oklahoma

J.D. Metcalfe - Retired Professional Engineer and Tulsa Street Commissioner, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Linda Richardson - President, International Trade Services, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Jeff Taylor- Farmer, Rancher and former Logan County Republican Chairman, Guthrie, Oklahoma
James Townsend - Retired Oklahoma Corporation Commissioner, Shawnee, Oklahoma

Tom Elmore, Executive Director - North American Transportation Institute, Moore, Oklahoma
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Fax: (405)799-2641

Message :

Ms. Ghosh -

The accompanying map is the promised second fax transmission.

Thank you.

TOM ELMORE, Executive Director
North American Transportation Institute
PO Box 6617

Oklahoma City, OK 73153-0617

Tel: 405 794 7163

Fax: 405 799 2641
gtelmore@advancedtransport.org
www.advancedtransport.org

From: NATI
Tom Elmore

To: STB Environmental Analysis
Rini Ghosh
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Oklahoma City Metro rail lines - Spring, 2003
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BNSF - Burlington Northern Santa Fe Stillwater Central - A WATCO Company ORM - Oklahoma Railway Museum, line leased from
UP-  Union Pacific SK&O - South Kansas & Oklahoma - A WATCO Company COTPA - Central Okla. Transit & Parking Authority

("State of Oklahoma' lines owned by the Okla. Department of Transportation & operated under lease or lease-purchase agreements by specified commercial railroad companies.)



